DECLARATION OF CAGUAS, PUERTO RICO
The Fifth Indigenous Gathering of the Americas and the Third International Forum on Indigenous Spirituality took place from April 21st to the 26th, in the autonomous municipality of Caguas and in the University of Puerto Rico. 

Indigenous Delegations of different communities, organizations and spiritual guides, as well as academics, intellectuals, artists, governmental and non-governmental representatives participated.

.

During these five days the participants met in working sessions, attended presentations and workshops, including cultural activities and spiritual ceremonies that strengthened the solidarity among those who attended.

Agreements of great importance were achieved in relation to the following aspects: 

I- Territorial, Political and Natural Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

II- Free determination of Indigenous Peoples as an unalienable right recognized by International Law.

III- Indigenous Peoples Rights to free access to their Sacred Sites and exercise of their cultural patrimony.

IV- Sustainable and autonomous development of Indigenous Peoples.

The final result was a declaration signed by all who attended and which is transcribed as follows:

In the spirit of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (Rio de Janeiro, 1996), we, the undersigned agree: 

To demand that governments fulfill the civil, political, economic, cultural and social rights and fundamental freedoms already recognized as Indigenous Rights under existing international standards.

To move towards the Adoption of the Draft Declaration for the Rights of Indigenous Peoples without amendments or qualifications  or furthur delay.

1. We denounce the theft and patenting of Indigenous Peoples bio-genetic resources by the Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) of the World Trade Organization (WTO) as in the case of the Sacred Medicine Plant, AYAHUASCA, (U.S. Plant Patent 5,751: 1986) and the Chilean tree, CANELO.  We insist that Article 27.3 (b) of the TRIPS Agreement must be changed to be consistent with the Convention on Biological Diversity, (i.e. Articles   8j, 10c, 17.2, and 18.4.)

2. We insist on the depenalization of medical, religious and ceremonial use of sacred plants with “psychoactive” elements since “addictive effects” are non-existent when administered by traditional medicine peoples in its original form under original instruction. Additionally, research efforts by scientific, medical and corporate research must respect the principles of prior informed consent and right of veto by Indigenous Peoples.  

3. We ask for the revision of the Vienna Convention  of 1971, on drugs and psychotropics which obligates the signatory countries to penalize every conduct related to the plants and substances which were listed in the treaty and that erroneously they included plants considered ancestrally sacred.  

4. We also denounce the inadequate appropriation of the cultural patrimonies of the Indigenous Peoples perpetrated by indigenous and non-indigenous Peoples with commercial purposes, as the so called “shamanic tourism,” the pseudo-sacred folklore and the reductionist syncretism that pretends to transform indigenous spirituality into a market product.

5. We demand the free circulation of the ceremonial elements on behalf of the guardians and holders of the ancestral traditions (Article 13 of the United Nations Draft Declaration on the rights of Indigenous Peoples).

To propose an indigenous international initiative for peace that will consider that the recognition, respect and full exercise of the freedom of Indigenous Peoples Determination is crucial to lay the foundation for the construction of peace in the Americas and the world.

We encourage the governments to respect the lands and territories that the Indigenous Peoples hold  sacred  for the  mutual purpose of the natural worldpurposeeason they are vital elements for the survival and practice of their spirituality.

1. We demand that the states, governments, and the corporations stop the irrational exploitation that destroys nature and endangers not only the survival of the planet and the biodiversity but also the maintenance of the original culture closely bonded to their land.

2. We demand no intrusion of the forces of repression in the indigenous territories since there exist other mechanisms to resolve conflicts.

3. We equally demand the forced displacement of the communities from their original lands.

To promote an international body of indigenous laws based on the Universal Declaration of the Indeigenous Peoples Rights for this we encourage the member states of the United Nations Organization (UNO) General Assembly it immediate approval in the agreed terms with the Aboriginal People.  In this framework we point out the need to respect the preexisting indigenous legislation.

We recommend that the political, judicial and administrative mechanisms be accelerated in order to apply points six and seven of the 2001 Machu Pichu Declaration and the promotion of the rights and liberties of the Indeigenous Peoples, signed by five South American countries.  We exhort the other countries to emulate this example. 

We recommend our brothers from indigenous nations and organizations to adhere to the following:

1. The Friendship and Mutual Recognition Agreement among the Indeigenous Peoples of the world promoted by the United Native Nations organization.

2. The Initiative of the United Religious for the Inter-Religious World Cooperation.

We regret the divisions that have arisen among the Indeigenous Peoples because of extreme ideological and religious interests.  In this context we appreciate the openness of some Catholic and Evangelist church representatives who signed the document of November 21, 1987 in Seattle, Washington by which they are committed to respect the indigenous world views and the development of the Ancestral Spirituality of the Aboriginal Peoples.  We exhort all of the other religious authorities to also sign this document and proceed accordingly. 

We emphatically demand that the states take the necessary action so that the Indeigenous Peoples not be taken as a bank of tests of biogenetic projects with the purpose of experimentation and for stopping the infamous organ traffic of our brothers.

Caguas, Puerto Rico April 26, 2002.

